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Amendmen ts to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versipj 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

What is claimed is 

Claim 1. (currently amended) An application programnj ig interface (API) for communication 

• I 

between an administration server and an authentication s j ve r oonnootod via a data 
eommunioation network, said administration server provfr ing a service associated with a 
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i and listings of claims in the 



nomoapao e to one or mor e us e rs on the data oommuniQQ^| n network, aaid authentication s *f^eg 



• i 

having a database aoaeoiat e d therewith otaring auth e ntic ^ Ion information for authontioatir ^H^ 



uooro of the namospooo sendoe, said adminiotration s e rve fr being r e sponsive to on admini strator 



for iflsuing at l e ast ono roquoat to s aid authentication s e r v^ fe -s aid requ* 



aotion to be performod in relation to th e namoopae e, said 
receiving, by the authentication server, [[the]] ajr< 
said authentication server and said administration server | 



communication network, said administration server provl i ing a servic e associated with a 



namespace to one or more users on the data commitment i n network, said authentication server 



having a database associated therewith storing authentic*} 



c . 

users of the namespace service, said administration servq 



PI comprising instructions for: 
uest from the administration server, 
?ine connecte d via a data 



for issuing the request to said authentication server, saifl i 



managing the database to be performed to the namespa^ 



PAGE 5/19 * RCVD AT 12/812005 2:44:44 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 * DN S:2738300 1 CSID:3142314342 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-58 



on information for authenticatin g the 



seing responsive to an adminis trator 



[quest specifying at least one ac tion for 
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verifying, by the authentication server, authority:! 
request received by the authentication server; and 

performing, by the authentication server, the actio 
request. 
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the administration server to issius the 



specified by the received, verifutfl 



P. 



Claim 2. (original) The API of claim 1> wherein the da$|fese associated with the authentication 
server stores authorization information relating to the adninistration server and wherein 
verifying the authority of the administration server to is$4| the request comprises identifying the 
administration server and locating corresponding authoriffltion information for the 
administration server in the database associated with the iflkhentication server. 



Claim 3. (original) The API of claim 2, wherein identijfyjhg the administration server comprises 



1 H 



examining an encrypted ticket accompanying the requestjiaid ticket identifying the 
administrator. 



: s 
t 

: i 



Claim 4. (canceled). 



Claim 5. (original) The API of claim 1, wherein perfor$j|g the specified action comprises 

■ 'if 

reserving the namespace to prevent an unauthorized ussrjfrom obtaining an account in the 
namespace. 

Claim 6. (original) The API of claim 5, wherein reserv|i|| the namespace comprises crealiug an 
administrator account associated with the administrationjaprver to manage the namespace 
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Claim 7. (original) The API of claim 1, wherein perfi 
releasing the namespace to allow any user to obtain an ac> 

Claim 8. (original) The API of claim I, wherein performj' 
maintaining and editing a namespace administrator list, j j 

Claim 9. (original) The API of claim 8, wherein editing 
comprises adding at least one administrator to the namesj 
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the specified action comprises 
unt in the namespace. 

; the specified action comprises 



namespace administrator list 
administrator list. 



Claim 10. (original) The API of claim 8, wherein editing i namespace administrator list 
comprises deleting at least one administrator from the n^kspace administrator list. 



Claim 1 1 . (original) The API of claim 1, wherein performing the specified action comprises 
editing one or more uset accounts in the namespace. 



; i 



\ [ 



Claim 12, (original) The API of claim 1 1, wherein edifif h one or moie user accounts in the 



: i 



namespace comprises creating at least one user account i| 



Claim 13. (original) The API of claim 1 1 B wherein edit| * one or more user accounts in the 
namespace comprises resetting a namespace password asjj pciated with at least one of the n*er 
accounts* 
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P, 
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Claim 14. (original) The API of claim 1 1 , wherein editii 
namespace comprises removing at least one of the user a< 

Claim 15. (original) The API of claim U , wherein editir 
namespace comprises editing a profile associated with at 

Claim 16. (original) The API of claim 11, wherein editii 
namespace comprises changing a sign-in name associate 



Claim 17. (original) The API of claim 1, wherein perfqrj] ing the specified action complies: 
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one or more user accounts in this 
3unts from the namespace. 

one or more user accounts in th«s 
it one of the user accounts. 

one or more user accounts in the 
vith at least one of the user accc rants. 



listing user accounts associated with the namespai 



evicting one or more of the user accounts from th^ namespace 



Claim 18. (currently amended) The API of claim 17, wt} rein performing the specified aciion 



and 



further comprises permitting a tho rospootive user of the 
e victed the evicting of the evicted user a ccount. 

Claim 19. (original) The API of claim 1, wherein perfp 
auditing actions within user accounts associated with the 



icted user account to contest a» 



ing the specified action comprises 
amespace. 
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Claim 20. (original) The API of claim 1 > further comprii 
the authentication server to the administration server if tji< 
administration server was verified, and the specified acti* 

Claim 21 . (original) The API of claim 1 , wherein perfo 
returning an error response from the authentication serveij 
request was received, the administration server was not v 
performed unsuccessfully. 

Claim 22. (original) The API of claim 1, wherein the AJf 
protocol (SOAP). 



Claim 23. (currently amended) The API of claim 1, whc 
executable instructions stored on one or more tangible cotiiputer 



Claim 24. (currently amended) A method for delegating 
first system to a second system, s aid first and second sys < 
communication n e twork, oaid second oyotom providing a 



ono or moro uaers on tho data communication n e twork ? s 
maintaining , bv a first system, a database of one 
being connected to a second system via a data communis 



providing a service associated with a namespace to one 
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Lg returning a success response from 

jquest was received, the 

was performed successfully. 

;ing the specified action comprises 

the administration server if the 
ified, or the specified action was: 



is based on a simple object access 



iin the instructions are compute r- 
readable media. 



X least one administrative task iiom a 

fr oonnootod via a data 
orvioo ooDooiatod with a namQ Q ] >*6e-te 



4 method comprising: 
more namespaces , said first system 
ion network, said second system 



I more users on the data commun ication 
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network, said database including the namespace associai 
being maintained by the first system ; j 

receiving a call from the second system by the 
that at least one routine be performed to implement a desi 
the database; and 

executing the routine, by the first system, in respo 
system to implement the administrative task 

Claim 25. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein the 
programming interface (API) for performing the adminis 

1 

Claim 26. (original) The method of claim 25 wherein th 
simple object access protocol (SOAP) 
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with the second system;H3aid-<3atabftse 



Claim 27. (original) The method of claim 24 further coi 
an error occurs during execution of the routine. 



system, said call providing a request 
d administrative task for manajpng 

5e to the call received from the second 



Claim 28, (original) The method of claim 24 wherein tf 
authentication system and the second system is an affiliaj^ 

an application service provider (ASP), an Internet 

! 

(NSO), and a namespace provisioning (NSP) partner. 
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routine comprises an application 
rtive task. 

API is implemented according to a 



>i j prising generating an error response if 

1 



first system is a multi-site user 
selected from the group consistmg of 
serviedbrovider (ISP), a namespace owner 
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Claim 29. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein th«[|idministrative task comprises 
reserving at least one of the namespaces to prevent an unauthorized user from obtaining an 
account in the reserved namespace. 



Claim 30. (original) The method of claim 29 wherein th|feecond system is associated with an 

ASP and wherein reserving at least one of the namespace|bomprises reserving, by the ASP, at 

Hi! 

nil 

least one of the namespaces on behalf of a customer of th| ASP. 



Claim 31. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein th| administrative task comprises 
releasing at least one of the namespaces to allow any us *j|° obtain an account in the released 



namespace, 



Claim 32. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein thi database maintained by the first 
system stores a list of namespace administrators corresponding to at least one of the namespaces 
and wherein the administrative task comprises editing th< 



Claim 33, (original) The method of claim 24 wherein \\ 
at least one user account in at least one of the namespao* 

Claim 34. (original) The method of claim 33 wherein \Y 
changing a sign-in name associated with one or more of 



lespace administrator list. 



administrative task comprises editing 



j administrative task comprises 
lie user accounts. 
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Claim 35, (currently amended) One or more tangible coi 
computer-executable instructions for performing the metl 

Claim 36. (currently amended) A tangible computer-reft 
executable components for delegating at least one admini 
system to at least one administration system, said nuth e ntj 



syatom connootod via a data oommuniontton network, oai( 



jftdminiotration system providing 
service associated with a namoopaoo to ono or mor e useFSfl > n tho data communication noftM trk? 



said components comprising: 

an identifier component for maintaining a datat 
database being maintained by [[the]] arj authentication sj 
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iuter readable media having 

recited in claim 24. 



tble medium having computer- 
ative task from an authentication 
ft Hon syst o m and said adminisft friiofl 



of one or more namespaces, said 
le m, said authentication system t >eing 



connected to an administration system via a data commun ication network, said administration 



system providing a service associated with at least one pffihe nam espaces to one or more ujgrs 



on the data communication network; 

an interface component for receiving a call from 1 J e administration system by the 
authentication system, said call providing a request that e\ least one routine be performed to 



implement a desired administrative task for managing th< 
an operation component for executing the routin 
response to the call received from the administration sys 1 
task. 



PAGE 12/19 * RCVD AT 1218/2005 2:44:44 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 1 DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:3142314342* DURATION (mm-ss):04-S8 



database; and 

by the authentication system, in 
to implement the administrative 
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lable medium of claim 36, wherein 

ling interface for implementing the 



12 

Claim 37. (currently amended) The tangible, computer-rq 
the interface component comprises an application progrqi 
routine. 

i 

• t 

Claim 38. (currently amended) The tangible computet-r||dable medium of claim 36, whciein 
the routine comprises computer-executable instructions f< 

reserving at least one of the namespaces to preverjj 
an account in the reserved namespace; 

editing one or more user accounts in the namespai 

maintaining and editing a namespace administrafc 

releasing the reserved namespace to allow an unaj 
the namespace. 



aq unauthorized user from obtaimng 



Claim 39, (currently amended) A system for 

service, said system comprising: 

one or more user databases storing authenticatipr 
an authentication server for communicating with 

network; and 

an administration server for communicating with 

communication network, said administration server prov 

administration server being responsive to an administrate 

• 1 

authentication server, said request specifying at least onf 
performed in relation to the namespace service, 



authenticatj ig at least one user of a namesp&ce 
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list; and 

horized user to obtain an account in 



nformation; 

be database via a data communication 

he authentication server via the <Lata 
iing the namespace service, said 
for issuing at least one request to said 
action for managin g the database to be 
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Claim 40. (original) The system of claim 39> further coirj; 
administration information selected from a group consist! 
location of the user databases, and administration server i 



Claim 41. (original) The system of claim 39, 
a login and password associated with each user. 



wherein th| authentication information comprises 



Claim 42, (original) The system of claim 39, wherein thf 
authentication server communicate on the data communi s tion 
access protocol (SOAP). 
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[rising a nexus database storing 
of an affiliate list, namespaces, the 
brrnation. 
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administration server and 

network via a simple object 



Claim 43. (original) The system of claim 39, wherein j administration server is associated 
with an affiliate selected from a group consisting of an &;|ucation service provider, an Inusraet 
service provider, a namespace owner, and a namespace; p :>visioning partner. 

Claim 44. (original) The system of claim 39, wherein tl$ user obtains a namespace identifier 
from the authentication system via the administration sej 

Claim 45. (original) The system of claim 44, wherein t(j 5 namespace identifier is an eledronic 
mail address associated with a user account with the authentication system. 
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